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THE UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA 


Depariment of Speech 


A complete program for the B.A., degree with 
emphasis on Theatre Arts, Radio-TV, Debate, 
Oratory, and Speech Education 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARTICIPATION IN... 
3% University Theatre Productions 
% Operation of Radio Station KMUW (FM) 
Debate, Oratory 
%* Practice Teaching in the Wichita Schools 
3% Graduate Level Seminars for Teachers 


THEATRE PROGRAM FOR 1956-57 


Papa Is All. «October 25, 26, 27 
The Devil's Disciple March 7, 8, 9 
At War with the Army ________. April 25, 26, 27 


(“At Wor With the Army” will be an arena production) 


For additional information write to: 


Eugene Q. Hoak, Chairman 

DEPARTMENT OF SPEECH 

UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA 
Wichita 14, Kansas 
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Official Publication of the Kansas Speech Associatior 


Managing Editor A. Consoy, University of Kansas 


Kansas Speech Association Officers 


President ___._____._... Maurice Swanson, Shawnee-Mission High School 
Secretary-Treasurer __... Howarp Houwapay, Kansas State Teachers College, 
Emporia 

Vice-Presidents 
First District Joun Kettner, Kansas State College 
Second District __.___.._. CHartes McBurney, Olathe High School 
Third District _._....._.. Haron Loy, College High School, Pittsburg 
Fourth District Eucene Spancier, University of Wichita 
Fifth District Kennetu Bocuse, Ulysses High School 
Sixth District Jim Trent, Russell High School 


Open Letter From The President .. . 


To My Colleagues in the Kansas Speech Association: 


It’s time to get on the bandwagon. The ground swell among speech 
educators in the state of Kansas is beginning to make itself felt. Our 
Secretary-Treasurer, Howard Holladay, tells me that membership is soaring 
to an all-time high. More schools now offer speech training than ever before. 
Educational groups in the state are showing greater interest in our recom- 
mendations than at any previous time. 


What does this mean? It means that it is time for all of us to take our 
K.S.A. memberships out of the mothballs and wear them proudly. It is time 
to change our affiliations from the passive to the active voice. The K.S.A. 
is not just a paper organization. Thanks to the devoted and tireless energies 
of many people over the state for many years, I have the honor to serve as 
president this year of a going organization—one that is going faster and 
further all the time. 

If you wish to help furnish this momentum, if you wish to feel the 
excitement first-hand of winning battles which are yet to be fought in the 
schools of Kansas, then demand of yourself that you abandon the role of 
the spectator and become a participant. 

Just being a member is not enough. All of us must be participating 
members. Here is what you can do: 

1. Attend the fall and spring meetings of the K.S.A. Give these meetings 
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top priority. Arrange your schedule around these meetings. Don’t 
settle merely for the fall meeting in conjunction with the sessions of 
the Kansas State Teachers Association. Make the annual spring 
convention of the K.S.A. a must on your calendar. Attendance at 
such conferences is the first essential for participating membership, 


2. Contrilute to your Kansas Speech Journal. Reading it is not enoug), 
You should add something to it from your own experiences and re. 
sources. You may contribute reports of your own study and research, 
You may submit personal observations or essay materials. You may 
only send regular information for the News and Notes Department, 
But you must make it your journal if you are to be a participating 
member of the K.S.A. 


3. Spread the gospel of K.S.A. and help acquire new members. Every 
participating member of our association should be his own committee- 
of-one for soliciting memberships. Talk about the K.S.A.. Brag about 
the K.S.A. Work for the K.S.A. If you do these things, others will 
want to join our organization because of your own enthusiasm. 


Yours for Our Best Year Yet, 


Maurice Swanson, President 
Shawnee-Mission High School 


From The Editor’s Bulletin Board. ... 


Your new editor would like to be- 
gin this section with an apology and 
with a promise. The apology is for 
the late appearance of this first 1956- 
57 issue of the Kansas Speech Jour- 
nal. The promise is that the remain- 
ing four issues of the Journal will 
appear regularly henceforth and will 
strive for constant improvement in 
both quantity and quality of contents. 

™ The failure of last year’s Journal 
to meet publishing commitments has 
made it somewhat difficult to re- 
establish continuity and interest in 
advertising and editorial contribu- 
tions. We need not dwell on excuses, 
however. The strength of our organi- 
zation and the willingness of our 
members to cooperate assure that we 
will get the job done with credit to 
all. 


The main purpose of this note is 
to ask each and every one of you to 
become regular correspondents with 
this office. Present plans call for six 
departments or types of needed ma- 
terials for the Journal. They are as 
follows: 


1. Feature articles—These may be 
reports of research, results of per- 
sonal study, descriptions of special 
projects, etc. We have no editorial 
restrictions as long as the ma- 
terial may be of interest or use 
to K.S.A. members. Preferred 
length is 500 to 1,500 words. 


2. “On the Soapbox Department” 
Contributions to this department 
may be essays or letters of 8 
strong personal opinion nature. 
You all have something you f 
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strongly about that you haven't 
had a chance to voice effectively 
among your colleagues. Here’s 
your chance. Sit down and let us 
have both barrels. Desired length 
is 500 words or less. 

3. “Meetings and Meets”—Please 
send in details of programs, con- 
ferences, conventions, etc., as well 
as results of contests, tournaments, 
festivals, and the like. Help us 
keep the Journal up to date on 
activities within the state. 

4. News and notes from around the 
state—Keep us posted on what is 
going on in our individual high 
schools, junior colleges and col- 
leges. Give us teaching changes, 
promotions, new personnel, etc., 
as well as announcements of 
honors received, theatrical pro- 
ductions presented, and any simi- 
lar items of interest to us all. 

5. “K.S.A. Clearinghouse”—We will 
try to operate this as a kind of 
professional swap-shop. Send in 
your questions, your needs, and 
your problems; we'll try to find 
the answers. Send in brief ac- 
counts of successful experiments 
or projects you have tried in your 
own school or community; others 


may be able to profit by your 

experience. 

6. K.S.A. Business Reports—From 
time to time, there will be special 
accounts of studies and projects 
which are being sponsored by the 
K.S.A. You may be able to con- 
tribute materially to these major 
efforts of the association. Please 
cooperate if called upon. Please 
volunteer if some project men- 
tioned in the Journal strikes your 
interest or your personal fund of 
information and experience. 

Now it is up to you. Every reader 
of this page has something which he 
or she can contribute to a better 
Journal. Let us transcribe that “can 
contribute” to will contribute. And 
the time is now. 

As a last request, any assistance 
you may be able to give in securing 
more advertising revenue would also 
be gratefully received. Even if you 
have no direct contact with a poten- 
tial advertiser, your editor would ap- 
preciate any tips or suggestions you 
may be able to offer as to sources of 
advertising. 


Thank you. 
Tue Epitor 


News and Notes from Around the State... . 


Schedule of major productions by 
the Kansas State Players, Kansas 
State College: 

Six Characters in Search of an 

Author, by Luigi Pirandello. Oc- 

tober 25 and 26. Directed by Don- 

ald F. Hermes. 

The Solid Gold Cadillac, by How- 

ard Teichmann and George F. 

Kaufman. December 6 and 7. Di- 


rected by Earl G. Hoover. 

A Streetcar Named Desire, by Ten- 

nessee Williams. February 28 and 

March 1. Directed by John Rob- 

son. 

The first production bill of the 
Players Studio included Pullman Car 
Hiawatha; The Man with the Heart 
in the Highlands; and Marty. These 
student-directed shows appeared No- 
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rs and 9. 


The first Readers Theater program 
was “Six Voices”—poetry, -drama, 
and stories by Kansas State faculty 
members. The presentation was on 
October 16. 

The University Theater series at 
the University of Kansas includes the 
following for 1956-57: 


Fraser Theater— 
The Rainmaker (by N. Richard 
Nash). Directed by Lewin Goff. 
October 31, November 1, 2, 3. 
The House of Bernarda Alba (by 
Frederico Garcia Lorca). Direct- 
ed by Jack Brooking. December 
5, 6, 7, 8. 
Of Thee I Sing (by Kaufman 
and Ryskind, music by Gersh- 
win). Directed by Lewin Goff. 
February 4, 5, 6, 8. 
Thieves’ Carnival (by Jean An- 
ouilh). March 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Trouble in Tahiti (by Leonard 
Bernstein) and Gianni Schicchi 
(by Giacomo Puccini). Opera 
presentations in cooperation with 
the School of Fine Arts. April 
29, 30, May 1. 

Studio Theater— 
Scenes from Gogol’s The Inspee- 
tor General and Kingsley’s Dark- 
ness at Noon. October 17, 18, 
19, 20. 
An evening of original one-act 
plays by students and former 
students of the University of 
Kansas. November 14, 15, 16, 
17. 
The Doctor in Spite of Himself, 
by Moliere. Arena staging. Feb- 
ruary 27, 28, March 1. 
Original 3-act play by student 
author. April 17, 18, 19, 20. 
Children’s Theater: Marco Polo. 
December 12, 13, 14, 15. 


Children’s Theater: Rab. 
bit. May 8, 9, 10, 11. 


Dr. Eugene Q. Hoak is the new 
chairman of the Department of 
Speech and Dramatic Art at Wichita 
University. Dr. Hoak comes to Wich. 
ita from Ohio State University where 
he has been teaching for the past ten 
years. We welcome him to our midst 
and to our state association. Eugene 
Spangler, who had been serving as 
an Acting Chairman at Wichita, 
moves on to further administrative 
responsibilities in consolidating and 
managing various theater, radio, and 
television operations at Wichita. 


Dr. William A. Conboy is the new 
chairman of the Department of 
Speech and Drama at the University 
of Kansas. Dr. Conboy has been 
teaching at K.U. since 1949. He re- 


places Prof. Allen Crafton, who re- 


tired from the headship but will re- 
main on the teaching faculty for 
another five years. 


The date and time of the Third 
Kansas College Oratorical Contest is 
Saturday, March 23, 7:30 p.m. This 
contest is sponsored by the Univer- 
sity of Kansas and is open to all 
Kansas colleges in both junior and 
senior divisions. There must be five 
entries in the junior division to as- 
sure a separate contest for junior 
colleges only. If this quota is not 
met, the junior and senior colleges 
will be combined. All schools in- 
terested are urged to make their 
plans accordingly. Communicate di- 
rectly with Professor E. C. Buehler, 
Department of Speech and Drama, 
University of Kansas, for further 
particulars. 
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Why Don't We Discuss? 


HY Vieron CAPPER 
High School 


Several years ago the specvh tearh- 
ers in Kansas had an opportunity to 
place discussion on the list of inter- 
sholastic activities but for Obras ure 
reasons the necessary action was not 
taken at that time. On the nurface it is 
difficult to understand our reluctance 
t» promote this type of speech train- 
ing since it is being so widely ailopt- 
el in other states and since this type 
of training is receiving enthusiastic 
endorsement by many orpanized 
groups that are concerned with the 
education of boys and Vhese 
proups include the North Central 
sociation, the Speech Association of 
America, the National Council of 
‘Teachers of English, and the National 
Association of Secondary Principals, 


If one were to glance through the 
current volumes of The Education 
Index, he would find that discussion 
ls being recognized as a vital tool in 
modern education for teaching in all 
levels and for teaching in 
almost all subject areas, 


Many, if not most, general high 
svhool speech texts published in the 
lnst few years, stress the importance 
of training in discussion, A typiral 
statement is the following: ‘that 
Wise democratic action rests on jn- 
telligent group discussion is res ejy- 
inp widespread recognition tuday; 
tnd as a result, training in Ktoup 
liscussion has been added the 
public speaking field. For tolving 
hoth our student and community 
problems, discussion has alieardy 
proved its superiority over the fev. 
lure, the symposium, and the farimnl 
. In school life, the 


of group discussion is plainly dis- 
cernible.”? 

In fact there is no type of speech 
training that has received more en- 
thusiastic approval and less condem- 
nation. But we in Kansas choose to 
close our eyes and ears and bury our 
heads in the sands of oblivion. 

One reason for our attitude may 
stem from the fact that within our 
framework of restrictions, we have 
isolated ourselves and have insulated 
our minds against new ideas. 

Further insight as to the cause may 
be gained from reading part of a 
joint statement issued by the North 
Central Association and the Speech 
Association of America: “Recogniz- 
ing that interscholastic speech con- 
tests tend to become institutionalized 
and slow to change to meet modern 
social conditions. . . .”? 

A little further in the statement, 
the two organizations enthusiastically 
endorse discussion as a contest area: 
“An event devoted to and empha- 
sizing group discussion would appear 
to be highly desirable.”* 

There are undoubtedly some who 
would say, “Why include discussion 
in interscholastic speech? Why not 
leave it to the English and social 
studies classes and to classes in gen- 
eral speech?” Before answering these 
questions, it may be wise to consider 


1 Margaret Painter, Ease in Speech, (Bos- 
ton, D. C. Heath and Company, 1954), 


300. 

2L. B. Fisher, Chairman of the Contest 
Committee, “Further Activities of the 
Contest Committee of the Commission on 
Secondary Schools,” The North Central 
Association Quarterly, October, 1951, p. 


222. 
8 Jbid., p. 222. 


the interscholastic speech program. 

It is generally assumed, I believe, 
that in schools which participate ex- 
tensively in interscholastic speech ac- 
tivities, the gifted students in speech 
concentrate their training almost ex- 
clusively in these activities. Further, 
I believe that anyone who has 
coached competitive speech would 
agree with me when I say that the 
most intensive training is devoted to 
those areas that are interscholastic in 
nature. So we have the best students 
receiving the most intensive training 
in the events that are included in 
contests, tournaments, or festivals. 

What criteria should be used to 
determine, then, the events to be in- 
cluded in our interscholastic speech 
meets? Would it be illogical to as- 
sume that we should be guided by 
these principles: (1) the importance 
to the individual of becoming well 
trained in a particular field and (2) 
the importance to society of having 
individuals well trained in that par- 
ticular skill? 

In the event that there still re- 
main some who are not convinced 
of the value of discussion, let’s con- 
sider a few representative statements. 

A few years ago Justice Robert H. 
Jackson declared that “the process of 
reaching popular intelligent decisions 
requires free discussion.”* 

The National Council of Teachers 
of English reports that “discussion is 
a significant speech activity, involv- 
ing processes of the utmost impor- 
tance to democratic living.’”® 


4From an opinion given in the case of 
Termincello vs. City of Chicago, quoted 
in Representative American Speeches: 
1948-1949, edited by A. Craig Baird, 
H. W. Wilson Company, 1949, p. 83. 

5 The Commission on the English Curric- 
ulum of the National Council of Teachers 
of English, The English Language Arts 
(New York, Appleton-Century-Crofts, 
Inc., 1952), p. 311. 


A poll of business executives dis. 
closed that almost 70 per cent of 
them spend several hours each day 
in conference.® 


Professor Gulley has stated that 
“training in discussion and debate js 
taining in self-government.”* 

It is possible that one might agree 
on the importance of discussion in a 
free society and still maintain that 
special training isn’t necessary be. 
cause “students can discuss effective- 
ly without special training.” This be- 
lief is so ridiculous that a reply is 
almost not warranted. 


But if the necessity for teaching 
discussion must be established, let 
us consider a report by Ota Thomas 
writing in a publication for school 
executives: “Four thousand junior 
high school students crowded into a 
Brooklyn theater to see a telecast of 
the United Nations in Action. A teen- 
aged comment on the discussion was 
reported by Time magazine: ‘They 
just say what they think or what their 
country thinks, but they don’t listen 
to anyone else. Once a person finishes 
talking he goes to sleep already. He 
just listens to his own side and thinks 
he’s right all the time.’ A significant 
commentary on why the discussions 
of the U. N.—and a great many other 
organizations—so frequently end in 
deadlock. The student readily per- 
ceived that active listening and open- 
mindedness were vital if an agree- 
ment was to be reached.”* 


I have heard some coaches express 
alarm at the increasing acceptance of 
discussion because they feared that 


6 “The Management Poll,” Fortune, XXXIV 
(October, 1946), 14. j 

7 Halbert E. Gulley, Discussion and Debate 
(New York, Henry Holt and Company, 
1955) p. V. 

8 Ota’ Thomas, “Discussion; Let’s Have 
More of It.” The School Executive, Av 
gust, 1950, p. 51. 
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approval of this area of speech train- 
ing would eliminate a study of de- 
bate. The question involving which 
of these two skills is more important 
does not necc. sarily have to be re- 
solved. The prevalent opinion on the 
subject is that one supplements the 
other. In other words we could have 
both. 

Most of the modern texts dealing 
with debate have been broadened to 
include the consideration of discus- 
sion. This can easily be seen by ex- 
amining such books as Argumenta- 
tion, Discussion, and Debate by A. 
Craig Baird, Discussion and Debate: 
Tools of a Democracy by Henry L. 
Ewbank and J. J. Auer, Discussion 
and Debate by Alan Nichols, and 
Essentials of Discussion and Debate 
by Halbert E. Gulley. 

In the book last named, Professor 
Gulley reconciles these two speech 
forms by pointing out that “in dis- 
cussion we define, investigate, ex- 
plore, inquire, listen to others, weigh 
all possibilities, evaluate alternatives, 
and choose a plan of action. While 
evaluating, however, honest differ- 
ences of opinion arise. It is proper 
and reasonable, then, to debate.”® A 


little further he states: “Rational dis- ° 
cussion and reasoned advocacy both | 


contribute to the soundness of a 
group decision.”!° 

For those who are reluctant to en- 
dorse the proposed addition because 
they cannot visualize how the me- 
chanics of such might operate, the 
following plan with evaluation charts 
is submitted to show how discussion 
groups could be organized. 


SuccEsteD PLAN 
1. The standard number of students 


a 


in a group should be six with the 
local manager having the option 
of raising or lowering this num- 
ber if conditions so warrant. 

2. The students should elect a chair- 
man prior to the start of the 
discussion. 

3. A group should not have two stu- 
dents from the same school. 

4. The time for the discussion should 
be limited to 45 minutes. 

5. The participants and the leader 
should be given ratings of Di- 
vision I, II, II, or IV as in other 
speech festival events. 

6. The problem should be made 
known at the time as the an- 
nouncement of the extempore 
area. 

7. The problem should be one of 
concern to intelligent and widely- 
read boys and girls and not one 
for which a simple and accepted 
solution exists. 


Jupce’s EvaLuation Report 
ON THE PARiICIPANTS 

1. Did the student contribute his 

fair share to the discussion? (The 

extremes would be to monopolize 
the time or to offer nothing.) 

Did the student seem to be in- 

formed? 

Did he think seriously? 

Did he respect the opinions of 

others? 

Did he speak fluently and effec- 

tively? 

Did he add or detract to the 

orderly progression of ideas? 

7. Did the student maintain an atti- 
tude of open-mindedness and ob- 
jectivity? 

8. Did he show consideration for 
others? 


Jupce’s EvaLuaTion Report 
ON THE LEADER 


1. Was he able to get the discussion 
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(New York: Henry Holt and Company, 
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off to a good start? 
Was he able to maintain prog- 
ress? 

Was he able to maintain evenness 
of contribution? 

Was he fair and impartial? 

Was he able to think quickly and 
to sec relationships? 

Was he informed on the problem? 


Was he able to speak fluently and 
effectively? 
8. Was he able to summarize ef- 
fectively the group effort? 


If you are interested in adding dis- 
cussion to our speech events, please 
write to Mr. E. A. Thomas, 1300 
Topeka Boulevard, Topeka, Kansas, 
and express your wishes. I also would 
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be interested in your reaction. 

In conclusion it might be appro. 
priate to quote a recent official state. 
ment from the National Council of 
Teachers of English: “American go. 
ciety has need for boys and girls and 
men and women who can listen with 
open minds to the opinions of others, 
sift fact from fallacy, modify their 
own views in the light of new truths, 
state these views with clarity and per- 
suasiveness, differ from others with- 
out rudeness, recognize elements of 
agreement, and help a group reach 
greater understanding or a conclusion 
that represents the best thinking of 


” a English Language Arts, op. cit., p. | 


Meetings and Meets. . 


The Annual Spring Meeting of the 
Kansas Speech Association was held 
on the campus of the University of 
Wichita, April 20 and 21, 1956. 
Leslie M. Blake of the host school, 
President of the association, presided. 
The following workshops set the pace 
for an exceedingly productive confer- 
ence: ° 

1. Forensics (Maurice Swanson, 
chairman). 

2. Dramatics (Harold Loy, chair- 
man). 

3. Speech Correction (Gladys Reed, 
chairman). 

4. Curriculum and Standards (John 
Keltner, chairman). 

5. Public Relations and Promotion 
(George Goodrich, chairman). 

6. Research and Publications (Will- 
iam Conboy, chairman). 


7. College and University Problems 
(Eugene Spangler, chairman). 


The new officers elected for 1956- 
57 are listed on page three of this 
issue of the journal. 


The annual fall session of the Kan- 
sas Speech Association was held this 
year in Hutchinson on November 2, 
coinciding as usual with the meetings 
of the Kansas State Teachers Associa- 
tion. Maurice Swanson of Shawnee- 
Mission High School, newly elected 
President of the K.S.A., presided. 

The theme of the well-attended 
meeting was: Improvement of Speech 
in Kansas High Schools. This topic 
was developed in two panel discus- 
sions: 

Panel Number One discussed, “Ap- 
praisal of the Proposed Course of 
Study for a One-Year Specch Re- 
quirement in Kansas High Schools.” 
Participating were Barbara McJilton 
(Emporia High School), Harold Loy 
(College High School, Pittsburg), 
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William Conboy (University of Kan- Participating were Eugene Hoak 
sas), and President Swanson. (Wichita University), Howard Holla- 

Panel Number Two discussed, day (Kansas State Teachers College, 
“Methodology for Achieving a One- Emporia), Curt Siemans (Buhler 
Year Speech Requirement for Grad- High School), and President Swan- 
uation from Kansas High Schools.” son. 


Materials for High School Speech Activities 


The following tabulated results were originally obtained in a survey 
conducted by the Publications Committee of the American Forensic As- 
sociation. Copies of a basic questionnaire were sent to speech teachers and 
high schoo! debate coaches (selected by random sample) in all parts of the 
country. 

The names were selected from the A.F.A. Directory and the Directory of 
the Speech Association of America. A total of 207 marked and signed 
questionnaires were eventually received and incorporated in the final tabu- 
lations. 

The K.S.J. reprints the results of this survey in order to stimulate further 
thinking along the same lines in Kansas. If written materials on various 
speech activities are needed by Kansas teachers and coaches, should not 
the Kansas Speech Association join with other appropriate agencies in as- 
suring that these needs are met? 


Please Pa mem below the events and the phases of the events for which you feel more “practical 
teachers and coaches. 


help” materials are needed by high school speech 
2 
2 2 § 2? 4% 
Real life goals of the 
training 
* ation of portcipont @ 


for contest work. In- 
structional guides. 


3. Standards of meas- 42 2 93 
urements. Ratin 
Judging bot. 
lots. of 
__ the criteria. 


models for study sug- 

gested selections for 

contest work. 


5. Planning end Ad- 25 17 collectively 
ministering Tourno- 
ments, Festivals, etc. 
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WE 
ULCVURSITY OF KANSAS 


AT 
wrk, 


Public Speaking and Forensics 
Theater and Drama 
Radio and Telovision 
Speech Correction and Audiology | 
Speech Education | 
General Speech and 

Communication Study 


Work Leading 

To Undergraduate 
And Graduate 
Degrees— 


Graduate Teaching 
Assistantships 
Available— 


Address inquiries to: 


William A. Conboy, Chairman 

Department of Speech and Drama 
Room 5, Green Hall { 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 


Kansas Speech Association 
William Conboy, Editor 
University of Kansas 

Lawrence, Kansas ° 
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